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SUSPENSION/EXPULSION OF EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS 
 

 In accordance with the requirements of Maine Special Education Regulation 10.10, the 
school system shall not suspend or expel an exceptional student for any behavior that is related in 
any way to the student's exceptionality.  When behavior that is related to a student's 
exceptionality is so severe as to make it undesirable or impractical for that student to remain in 
his/her current placement, the school unit shall provide in-school or homebound tutoring and the 
student's P.E.T. shall convene as soon as possible to consider the child's program. 
 
 The student's assignment Pupil Evaluation Team shall: 
 

A.  Review the relationship between the student's harmful or injurious behavior and his/her  
 exceptionality; 

 
B.  Review the student's current Individualized Education Program and special education  
 services; and 

 
C.  Determine the need for any modifications in the student's Individualized Education  
 Program such as discipline procedures, behavior management, etc. 

 
 In-school or homebound tutoring in excess of ten (10) accumulated days during any one 
school year shall constitute a significant change of program requiring prior written notice in 
accordance with Maine Regulation 10.3 and a prior P.E.T. meeting to review the need for further 
evaluations or a change in the student's I.E.P. 
 
 Any suspension(s) of an exceptional student exceeding ten (10) accumulated days over the 
course of any one school year, and any expulsion, when such suspension(s) or expulsion is a 
permissible response to behavior not considered related in any way to the student's exceptionality, 
shall be deemed a change of placement and shall not be accomplished without the convening of a 
Pupil Evaluation Team meeting re review the factors noted above and the need for further 
evaluations or a change of program or placement. 
 
 If an identified exceptional student is to be referred to the school board for a permissible 
suspension or expulsion in cumulative excess of ten (10) days for the year, the findings and 
determinations of the P.E.T. shall be forwarded to the school board and entered into the record of 
the suspension/expulsion hearing before the school board. 
 
 In the event of a behavior episode that presents a significant risk of injury or harm to 
others, a school unit may obtain a court order from a court of competent jurisdiction to terminate 
or suspend services to an exceptional student when the Pupil Evaluation Team has determined that 
the behavior is related to the student's exceptionality. 
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